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Social situations determine to a large degree how we address each other.
When people are introduced in a professional or business situation in the United
States, they frequently first address each other as Ms. Smith and Dr. Jones, using
what linguists call TLN (title, last name). At some point, perhaps in that
conversation or perhaps in the future, one of the speakers may suggest that the
other give up TLN and use the first name (FN): Call me Fred. Which of the
speakers does this has everything to do with issues of power (based on age,
position,(li)ccupation, and gender). A professor is more likely to ask students to
disregard her title and call her by her first name than vice versa; indeed, the
professor may already have presumed upon her posi%i)on and addressed the

3)
students by their first names without having been explicitly told to do so. It may

be unthinkable in the context of a particular department for students to initiate
an FN form of address with the faculty. In an informal situation, people of the
same age, especially younger people, may begin the interaction on an FN basis.
This is an aspect of language that has changed significantly in the last 30 years
in the United States and Europe, with the trend toward more informal address
systems. We do tend to keep a certain distance with some people, however. You
probably address your doctor as TLN, for example; this is an aspect o(i the power

relationship between doctor and patient.

Japan has a traditional address system that shows no signs of disappearing.
It is part of an extremely complex system of honorifics that we cannot lay out
completely here. We will mention that Japanese has three common levels of
markers for what in English would be Mr. and Ms. Only one level is marked for

(5)
gender. At the highest level is sama, which gets attached to last names.

Tanaka-sama is either Mr. or Ms. Tanaka, treated with a great deal of respect
and social elevation. Everyday usage is marked by san. Tanaka-san refers to
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Mr. or Ms. Tanaka, with due respect, but with Tanaka not elevated above the
speaker. San can also be used with first names, though in general Japanese use
first names less than Americans do. More informal are chan (female) and kun
(male). Chan and kun are frequently used with first names (Ai-chan, Ken-kun),
particularly with young children, though kun can be used with last names and is
so used in business situations when older colleagues are addressing younger ones

(both male and female) familiarly.

(Hi 8 : Steven Brown and Jodi Eisterhold. Topics in Language and Culture for
Teachers, University of Michigan Press, 2004 4, 51-53 HICHK D&, —
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