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Over 40% of Japan’s municipalities at risk of vanishing, study finds

More than 40% of Japan’s municipalities might eventually vanish due to

@

a sharp population decline brought on by a chronically low birthrate,

according to a study by a private group of experts.

The study released Wednesday by the Population Strategy Council
(PSC) deems local municipalities that would likely see their population of
women age 20 to 39— the core childbearing age group — reduced by half
between 2020 and 2050 as having a risk of disappearing.

Of 1,729 local municipalities nationwide, the study identified 744 with
such a risk.

The latest report pointed out that municipalities tend to focus more on
measures aimed at preventing population outflows toward urban areas such
as Tokyo, rather than at boosting birthrates. In addition, there are instances
of neighboring cities and towns competing with one another to attract
younger populations, the study found.

“Such zero-sum game-like efforts do not necessarily lead to an increase

@

in birthrates, and their effectiveness in changing the overall trend of

population decline in Japan is limited,” the report said.

7 @ municipality #15 HI&1A, chronically 817, birthrate {42,
childbearing
Hi 8 : Francis Tang, The Japan Times, Apr 24, 2024 (3L
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